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As we return to our study of Judges and more specifically the life of Samson, 

let me remind you of the general landscape of the book. God’s people have 

developed a habit of falling into idolatry as a result of not guarding their 

hearts from the pagan influences of surrounding nations. Therefore God 

disciplines His people by raising up a foreign oppressor, stripping them of 

their freedom, and making life difficult enough for them to cry out to God to 

save them. In response God raises up a deliver or a Judge to rescue His 

people. This is the general cycle that occurs repeatedly throughout the book 

of Judges. Generally speaking, each time Israel falls away she gets 

progressively more entrenched in sin to the point that Judges will end with a 

sobering description: “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone 

did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25; cf. 17:6).   

When there is a lack of leadership and everyone does what is right in their 

own eyes, a society quickly disintegrates.  

The most significant choices in our lives are determined by the lens through 

which we view life. In other words, are we merely making choices on the 

basis of what seems right in our own eyes or are we choosing to do what is 

right in the eyes of the Lord? Prov 21:2 says, “Every man's way is right in his 

own eyes, But the LORD weighs the hearts.”  Remember that in the days of 

the kings, every king was evaluated in one of two ways. It was said that 

either he did right in sight of the Lord or that he did evil in the sight of the 

Lord. In the days of the Judges, each Judge that God raised up was to stand 

as a corrective to a generation that had succumbed to doing evil in the sight 

of the Lord. At the end of Judges everything disintegrates to the point 

where the very last verse says, “there was no king in Israel, everyone was 

doing what was right in his own eyes.” This may be the slogan of our 

“progressive” culture but it is not the mark of a healthy society. Proverbs 

12:15 says, “the way of a fool is right in his own eyes.”   

 

This expression, “doing what’s right in one’s own eyes,” is actually a 

description of spiritual blindness because the one who does what is right in 

his own eyes is the one who lacks the fear of the Lord. So are you choosing 

your own values, ethics, principles and morality merely on the basis of what 

seems right to you, or are you choosing what is right in the sight of the 

Lord?  

 

In my devotional reading on Friday I came across Psalm 36 which is 

remarkably applicable here. The NIV reads this way: “Concerning the 

sinfulness of the wicked, there is no fear of God before his eyes. For in his 

own eyes he flatters himself too much to detect or hate his sin.” In other 

words, when our vision is consumed with ourselves and what we naturally 

want, we will blind ourselves and fail to hate the very sin that seeks to 

condemn us. Psalm 36 then goes on to contrast this humanistic vision with a 

glorious vision of God: “Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, 

your faithfulness to the skies. Your righteousness is like the mighty 

mountains, your justice like the great deep. O LORD, you preserve 

both man and beast. How priceless is your unfailing love!” (Ps 36:5-7a).  

 

This is the very contrast that we are about to discover in Judges 14-15. On 

the one hand Samson is a picture of Israel during those days. He is 

consumed with himself and only does what is right in his own eyes, while at 

the same time, God in His covenant faithfulness and love is working through 

the mess (and even through Samson) to save His people.  

There are two conflicting realities about Samson’s life:  

1) He has been raised up by the Lord. In chapter 13 he was set apart 

by the Lord from birth and at times accomplished remarkable feats 

because the Spirit of the Lord came upon Him mightily.   

2) He is a product and therefore a picture of his culture. We saw 

last week that Samson was raised in a nominal home by a father 

with a secularized faith. He has been deeply influenced by a society 

that has forsaken the Lord for pagan idolatry to do what is right in 

their own eyes.  

Here’s what I believe we should see in Samson’s life: Doing what is right in 

our own eyes will lead to painful consequences (and even greater sin), yet 

even our sin cannot ultimately thwart the plans of God.  



Block: “People may act as though they are masters of their own fate, but the 

hidden providence of God is able to bring the schemes and conduct of 

human beings upon their own heads and thereby accomplish [God’s] own 

purposes.”
1
  

Let’s take a look at how these truths emerge from the dramatic chain of 

events in Judges 14-15.  

The Timnah Scandal (Judges 14:1-4) 

Chapter 13 ends with the Spirit of the Lord stirring in Samson, and yet 

the first thing he does in chapter 14 is to go down to Timnah where 

he spots a beautiful Philistine woman and demands that his parents 

make arrangements for him to marry her.  What’s the problem here? 

Not only had God forbidden the Israelites from marrying the pagan 

Philistines, God had raised Samson up for the very purpose of 

delivering His people from Philistine rule.  

When Samson’s parents object to his choice of a bride, he insists that 

he should have her in verse 3 because “she looks good” to him. 

Actually, a literal translation of that phrase is, “she is right in my 

eyes.” Now that sounds like a sneak preview to the end of Judges 

where “every man was doing what was right in his own eyes” (21:25). 

Samson Himself is a picture of Israel’s apostasy.  

This one choice to marry a woman outside of God’s will, will set off a 

chain of painful events in Samson’s life. But for now take note that 

Samson’s heart is not driven by a desire to honor God but by his own 

impulsive desires. He’s driven by what he sees and what he wants 

rather than what is right in the sight of the Lord.  

Eventually Samson’s parents gave in to his demands, yet verse 4 

includes a surprising comment: for they “did not know that it was of 
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the Lord, for He was seeking an occasion against the Philistines.” Does 

this mean that God was pleased for Samson to marry this philistine 

woman? No, what it means is that God’s hidden and mysterious 

providence was working even through Samson’s sinful choices to 

create a division between the Israelites and the Philistines. The sad 

reality is that Israel has become so enmeshed in Philistine life that 

before God can rescue them, He needs to divide them.  

How is it that God could use a Samson’s sin to advance His good 

purposes? Mark Dever explained it this way: “Basic to the Bible is the idea 

that God is sovereign. For every set of human actions, at least two sets of 

motives are involved.” There’s a human set of motives because we choose 

to do what we want to do and therefore we are responsible for what we do. 

Yet there’s also a divine set of motives because God reigns over all things 

and He will bring about results from man’s sinful choices that advance His 

ultimate plan. [By the way, there is yet a 3
rd

 set of motives because Satan 

also seeks to wield his influence through the weaknesses of men.]  

*cross (Acts 2:23 – “This man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men 

and put Him to death.”  

Sparring with a Lion (Judges 14:5-9) 

One the way down to Timnah to meet his Philistine bride, Samson is 

attacked by a young lion but vs. 6 says “The Spirit of the Lord came 

upon him mightly so that he tore him as…though he had nothing in his 

hands.” This is a test from the Lord! Keep in mind that Samson was 

under a Nazarite vow which required a lengthy purification rite after 

being exposed to a dead body. Yet instead of purifying himself before 

the Lord, Samson later returns to look at the dead carcass again 

defying his Nazarite vow and discovers that it has been inhabited by a 

swarm of bees and is filled with honey. Without hesitation Samson 

impulsively scoops out the honey and not only eats it, but brings 



some back for his parents to eat. Of course he doesn’t tell them it has 

come out of a carcass. The irony here is that Samson’s parents 

enabled him to be defiled in a forbidden marriage only to be 

deceitfully defiled by Samson’s honey on the way to get her. Take 

note that Samson’s heart is calloused both toward the Lord and his 

parents.  

The Wedding Feast (Judges 14:10-11) 

In verse 10 the wedding feast begins. Keep in mind that these feasts 

lasted for a number of days and involved a generous consumption of 

wine. Once again Samson betrays his Nazarite vow showing no 

reverence for God.  

The Riddle (Judges 14:12-18) 

Then he decides to add a little competitive fun to the party. He offers 

a wager to his drinking buddies by proposing a riddle: “Out of the 

eater came something to eat, and out of the strong came something 

sweet.” If they can figure out the riddle in 7 days he will give them 

each a change of clothes—30 in all. But if they can’t figure it out then 

they owe him the 30 outfits for his wardrobe. This riddle is foolproof 

because no one has ever heard of bees making their hive in a carcass.  

When Samson’s buddies realized he has them duped, they blackmail 

his bride; either she entice Samson to let the secret out of the bag or 

they will burn down her father’s house with her and her father in it. 

And so she gave Samson the “you don’t love me” treatment for 7 

days until she finally wore Samson down. When they presented 

Samson with the answer to his riddle he was furious. Notice his 

choice words in vs. 18: “If you had not plowed with my heifer, you 

would not have solved my riddle.” Not exactly endearing words to his 

wife. He’s been tricked by the men and betrayed by his wife. So what 

will he do about it?  

Clothes to Kill For (Judges 14:19-20) 

Vs. 19: “Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily, and he 

went down to Ashkelon and killed thirty of them and took their spoil, 

and gave the changes of clothes to those who told the riddle. And his 

anger burned, and he went up to his father's house.” 

 

What do we do with vs. 19? Well again, there are two sets of 

motivations here. Samson’s motivation in killing these 30 men for 

their clothes was purely wicked. Yet God enabled him to do it as a 

means of judgment on the Philistines. God is destroying peace where 

there should be no peace.  

 

Now things get really interesting. Samson storms off in a fit and goes 

back to his father’s house. The father of the bride, thinking that the 

wedding is off and that this whole fiasco is over, gives his daughter to 

one of Samson’s friends instead. But of course, Samson doesn’t know 

this, so when we get to chapter 15, Samson has cooled down and 

decides to back to Timnah for his “bride.” Time to make up! 

 

The Wedding Fiasco Judges (15:1-3) 

[15:1-3] In other words, Samson is going to seek revenge and this 

time he thinks he will be justified because of how he’s been treated. 

Notice here that Samson’s motivation is not for the sake of God’s 

people or God’s name, but to settle a personal offense. The only thing 

stronger than Samson’s impulses is his pride!  

Blazing Tails! (Judges 15:4-5) 

[15:4-5] Does this sound like an ordinary feat? Not to me. Here again 

we are seeing God’s hidden providence enabling Samson to disrupt 

the peace between Israel and the Philistines to save one and bring 

judgment on the other.   

Death by Fire (Judges 15:6) 



[15:6] What a tragic irony here. Samson’s bride get’s the very thing 

she was trying to avoid in chapter 14—death by fire! Perhaps the 

Timnite and her father were easier targets than Samson, but 

someone was going to pay for the Philistines entire crops being 

destroyed.  

Tensions Rise (Judges 15:7-10) 

What has begun as a person conflict between Samson and the 

Philistines of Timnah, is about to nearly become an international 

crisis. [15:7-10] It appears as though the Philistines are preparing to 

make war against the Israelites in Judah. When the men of Judah 

inquired about the Philistines intentions, they basically said, “Either 

hand over Samson or prepare for war!” 

The Foreign Affairs Flop (Judges 15:11-13) 

Now given our history in the book of Judges, what should happen at 

this juncture in the story? Judah should rally behind Samson as their 

Judge and go to war and win with Yahweh’s help! But oh how 

backward things have become: [15:11-13] Can you believe this? The 

army of Judah turns and goes after Samson! They hand over to their 

enemies the very one that God has raised up to deliver them! “Who 

do you think you are to disturb the peace with the Philistines, 

Samson? Don’t you know they have power over us?” Do you see the 

apathy that has possessed God’s people? Judah would rather pacify 

their oppressors than to be free of them? Why? Because they have 

acclimated themselves to Pagan, Philistine life. They have grown 

accustomed to their bondage and lost their will to fight. God’s people 

will always suffer their worst losses not when they are conquered 

militarily, but when they are conquered socially and culturally.  

Surprise Attack on Jawbone Hill (Judges 15:14-17) 

All seems to be a loss with the exception of one possibility—God’s 

providence/intervention. [15:14-17] Just think about the timing as 

God’s Spirit shows up to empower Samson. The Philistine are already 

doing the victory dance, the men of Judah are there to watch what 

unfolds, and there just happens to be a fresh jawbone available for 

Samson to knock the daylights out of the Philistines. Samson alone 

killed a thousand Philistines that day!  

By the way, Samson’s little riddle in vs. 16 is a derogatory play on 

words in Hebrew. The words for “donkey” and “heap” are spelled the 

same in Hebrew. Basically Samson is boasting that when he got 

through with them, they nothing more than a pile of dead donkeys. 

But wait a minute! Who’s getting all the praise in this little psalm? 

Samson is gloating in himself, never mind the fact that the Spirit of 

God came upon him mightily to do it. Unlike Deborah’s song of 

triumph, there is no mention of God whatsoever.  

Mr. Entitlement (Judges 15:18-20) 

Even though God has worked through Samson’s life, the final verses 

of chapter 15 are the first time that Samson ever acknowledges God. 

[15:18-20] In a moment of desperation, Samson turns to the Lord in 

his need, yet not out of humble faith. His words are accusing and 

demanding as though he is entitled to God’s provision. Yet God in His 

grace, brings water out of the rock for Samson, not because of 

Samson’s good heart, but because God Himself is not yet finished 

with His plan.  

When we observe Samson’s life, we can only come to one conclusion: 

he’s a judge who deserves judgment, a deliverer who needs to be 

delivered, not from his enemies as much as he needs to be delivered 

from himself. Why? Because he has been conformed to the spirit of 

the age which has lost all reverence for God.  



So what should we learn from Samson’s life?  

� If you disregard the Lord, your sin and rebellion cannot ultimately 

thwart the plans of God. He has the ability to cause even your sinful 

choices from evil motivations to serve His bigger purposes. Yet be 

careful here! This doesn’t mean that we can shrug off holiness since 

“God will use us anyway.”  

� Doing what is right in our own eyes will lead to painful 

consequences. The way of the transgressor is hard! Samson’s only 

moral compass is himself and his impulsive desires. And as a result 

his life is not one of peace and tranquility. It is riddled with conflict, 

anger, sadness, revenge, and grief. While God used Samson at times 

to accomplish His purposes, Samson missed out on the satisfaction 

of being a willing, conscious instrument in God’s hands.  

� Yet Samson is not alone here. He’s a picture of the godless heart of 

the entire nation. Take this to heart from Israel’s example: The one 

thing worse than the world persecuting the church is the church 

falling in love with the ways of the world and losing her 

distinctiveness. We are so prone to falling in love with the world 

that “it is the mercy of God that He does not allow the world to love 

the church for very long.”
2
 

� Yet perhaps there is a note of encouragement here as well, 

encouragement for the one who regrets having sinned so greatly. 

God is not limited nor is He handicapped by your past sins. He has 

the power to set you free and establish His plan.  

� Still we may be a little perplexed, or even bothered that God should 

use such a flawed and scandalous man like Samson. Why doesn’t He 

just use good and godly people? The problem with that kind of 

thinking is that though it is subtle, or even unintended, it is built on 

faulty theology that puts God in a box. Tim Keller explained it this 

way: For God to only use people of exemplary faith and choices 

“would mean He is limited by humans, and is only allowed to work 

when people are being good and making godly choices. It would 
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mean that God does not work by grace, taking the initiative to save; 

but that he works in response to good works, waiting for people to 

help him to save.”
3
  

Friends, we must look beyond Samson to see the remarkable grace of God! 
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